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Catherine McLeod, Retired Peterborough Squadron Webmaster and Membership Officer 
 

 
 

 

At the Quinte District in Cobourg on June 12, Catherine McLeod, Peterborough Squadron Webmaster and Membership 

Officer, was presented with her 27th Merit Mark.  Catherine and her husband, Bill Barthorpe, also a Life Member of the 

Peterborough Squadron, are embarking on a new lifestyle which includes more leisure time as well as several months in 

the sunny south every winter, so she is stepping down from her Squadron offices to allow more free time to enjoy life. 

 

To thank Catherine for her many years of service, Past Commander Gina Lee presented her with a small token of our 

appreciation for her many years of service.  In an email following the event, Catherine had these words: 

 

ñThanks to you and to everyone for my gift. The necklace is really beautiful. 

 

I was so dumbfounded when you presented it to me my mind went blank on things to say. You mentioned my time as a 

member (almost 30 years) in comparison to my Merit Marks (27). We took our course in St. Thomas Ontario and then 

Bill got transferred to Timmins Ontario (ugh!)  

 

When we landed in Peterborough a year and half later (March 1991) with another transfer I saw an ad in the newspaper 

for the Peterborough Power Squadron and called. The then Commander John Ansley who became one of my mentors and 

taught me everything about computers welcomed us with open arms. I think we helped out at some show and then John 

said we should come to the AGM...it was a dinner with the AGM all part of the dinner held at Viamede Resort. So we 

went and by the end of the evening I was the Assistant Newsletter Editor so yes I did start earning Merit Marks right 

away. At that time Sue Breckenridge formerly of Bobcaygeon looked after the Quarterdeck newsletter that came out four 

times a year and I was responsible for our Activity Bulletin that came out in all the other months. It was a lot of fun!  

 

I certainly saw a lot of changes in the Squadron and we had a few hiccups along the way but on the whole I meant what I 

said...Peterborough was considered one of the best Squadrons in Canada throughout the years. We were also fortunate 

that we were usually able to find someone to serve as Commander within five years of them having taken the Boating 

Course. And in those days we elected a new Commander every year! I was not only the first female Commander but the 

first to serve two years...much better as with one year you really don't have time to do the job properly. 

 

I am sure the tradition of being the best will continue with Nick (Cliteur). He is quite a presence and I really admire his 

enthusiasm, just like yours and those before you, which bodes well for the future.ò 

 

Catherine has held many offices in Peterborough Squadron, including the first female Commander, in Quinte District, 

including District Commander, and in National, including National Administration Officer.  She is also a member of Bay 

of Quinte and RCAF Trenton Squadrons.  Catherine will continue to be a member of the CPS Foundation Board. 
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We will miss Catherine very much but wish her and Bill all the best in their new lifestyle! 

 

 

 

2018 AGM Photo Highlights 
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Kawartha Lakes Squadron's 60th Anniversary BBQ 
 

Attached are some photos from the Kawartha Lakes Squadron's 60th Anniversary BBQ held on Sunday, June 10 at the 

home of John and Pat Newcombe in Bobcaygeon.  It was a wonderful afternoon of visiting with friends from our sister 

squadron, great food, and fantastic raffle prizes! 

Also, in attendance was Chief Commander Chuck Beall, National Admin Officer Don MacIntosh, and several Past 

Squadron Commanders and/or their spouses.  Letters of congratulations were read from National, Quinte District, and 

Peterborough Squadron. 

Chief Commander Chuck Beall presented Quinte District with the new CPS-ECP 80th Anniversary Flag which was raised 

at the event. 

Peterborough Squadron congratulates Kawartha Lakes Squadron on 60 years of valuable service to the community and 

wishes them many more to come! 

 

 

 
 

 




















